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On August 11th the Ward 6 office hosted a listening session in City Hall for Latino renters.  During the session 
many shared their stories as individuals and families living in Minneapolis.  The renters expressed a series of 
concerns regarding their living conditions and treatment by landlords/managers.   Throughout, they iterated 
that they wanted to be heard and be respected. 

The top three areas for request for action were: 

 Help stop rent increases 

 Support the renters when suffering intimidation or retaliation in response to raising their voice  

 Look into just cause eviction law 

The City, including City Council and department directors, expressed their support for the issues presented,   
particularly pointing out that there are things that can happen right now.  Namely sending inspectors to look at 
living conditions and uphold city standards, as well using the services of the Civil Rights department in cases of 
discrimination.  The use of 311 was highlighted as a mechanism to get city services involved in particular cases. 

This dialogue created awareness and started processes to look at potential changes that can be implemented in 
the near future.  There is true commitment from city staff as well as council members to work on these issues so 
that Minneapolis can be a great city for all to work and live in.  

 

Renters Listening Session 

 

Latino Renters Listening Session       August 11st, 2015 
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Free Graffiti cleanup solvent at fire stations 

Minneapolis residents and property owners are encouraged to help Minneapolis wipe out graffiti. Graffiti makes 
neighborhoods and commercial districts look and feel unsafe, and that can harm property values and retail 
revenues – especially for small, neighborhood businesses. 

Left alone, graffiti attracts more graffiti. Graffiti that is not 
cleaned off or covered up promptly is more likely to return. 

REPORT IT  

If you see someone vandalizing property or committing any 
other crime, call 911. 

Anyone who sees graffiti in their neighborhoods should 
report it to the City by: 

 Calling 311. 
 Using the City’s 311 smartphone app, which lets you snap a picture of the graffiti and send it with your 

report along with the location provided by the GPS on your phone. 
 Using minneapolismn.gov/graffiti. 

REMOVE IT 
It is the property owner’s responsibility to clean up graffiti. All Minneapolis fire stations offer free graffiti removal 
solvent to Minneapolis property owners, and the City website has instructions for graffiti removal. 
 
PREVENT IT 
The best way to fight graffiti is to prevent it. There are ways to make your property less of a target for graffiti. 
For instance, a wall with a mural or plants in front of it is less likely to be tagged by a graffiti vandal. It can also 
help to add lights to your property. 

  

 Professional Development Workshops 
Gain the confidence and skills necessary to interview well and increase your job performance, so you can shine 
at work! You'll also have the opportunity to connect with our employment coaches, who will help you after 
the workshops are over. Call 612-455-5300 to sign-up!   

As you may know 311 is hiring for Customer Service Agents 1 and 2.  Get the word out to recruit for bilingual 
applicants! If you know anyone or any organization please spread the word or let them know and PPL will go 
recruit and hand out job descriptions. 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/graffiti
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/fire/stations/index.htm
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/graffiti/graffiti_removalsolvent
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DLd6KMZW6j3QefwAUea_qrFPRY12BacgaBpQIRYjVWtQZkC9orjjtEPuegSNtEYg94YXOvdIhuDOJVN3laaYxxShmeDuxg8sqPSZZqCCPKlTjpWqhfzUo6Pllz8hiZ64-x7Q4nftbWEs9cqw403UZOQ8QBmhEVCBbFd9FoRVXC8F2LzifYyH23jrSt6mtYiFwwRPJ98Paak=&c=CF6K6TaLqlALFxsZuBqrgdCBOT6ipcs9hOwr5avQKAW_sXSERf_ViQ==&ch=Y7qFg1xWxS0qE_vX4RfhpAYdn2HSj9DlBOZdH43BWDAse1U4YMvVwQ==
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How did your neighborhood look decades ago?  

Find out with online historical aerial photos  
 

Minneapolis has changed a lot since the 1930s, and now 
you can see those changes for yourself.  

As part of a collaborative effort with the City of 
Minneapolis and the Minnesota Historical Society, the 
University of Minnesota Libraries has digitized more than 
4,500 historical aerial photos of Minneapolis. All of the 
large-scale, detailed aerial photos, dating back to 1938, are 
free and available to the public at 

www.lib.umn.edu/apps/mhapo/index.html#mpls.  

The Minneapolis photos were added to the library’s existing Minnesota Historical Aerial Photographs Online 
collection, which includes more than 121,000 aerial photographs from around the state that date back to 1923. 

 

Meetings for  
Phillips Community Center Aquatics Facility 

 
The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) will hold two public meetings for the community to provide 
input and review the design proposal for a renovated aquatics center at Phillips Community Center.  
Construction is planned to begin in 2016.  
 
All are welcome to attend and provide comments. 
 
Meeting #2: Monday, September 14, 2015, at 6:30 pm 
Agenda: Review the proposed design for the aquatics facility. 
Location: Phillips Community Center, Meeting Room “A” (2323 11th Ave 
S) 

To learn more about the project, meeting times and open house dates, as 
well as to subscribe to receive future email updates on this project find the 
Phillips Community Center Aquatics Renovation at 
minneapolisparks.org/park_care__improvements/park_projects/current_projects/ 

 
Contact:  Dana Murdoch, Project Manager 
                    Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 
                    Phone: 612-230-6446        Email: dmurdoch@minneapolisparks.org 
 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNzIwLjQ3MzU0NTExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDcyMC40NzM1NDUxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODc2NTM3JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWFyY2VsYS5zb3RlbGFAbWlubmVhcG9saXNtbi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1hcmNlbGEuc290ZWxhQG1pbm5lYXBvbGlzbW4uZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&123&&&http://www.lib.umn.edu/apps/mhapo/index.html#mpls
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/park_care__improvements/park_projects/current_projects/phillips_community_center_aquatics_renovation/
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/park_care__improvements/park_projects/current_projects/phillips_community_center_aquatics_renovation/
mailto:dmurdoch@minneapolisparks.org
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City Launches new homeownership program 
The City of Minneapolis launched Homeownership Opportunity Minneapolis (HOM), a new housing program 
aimed at increasing the number of homeowners in Minneapolis and reducing the racial disparity gap in 
homeownership. It is anticipated that about 125 families will be served by the program this year. 

Minnesota has one of the worst racial disparity gaps in homeownership in the country at approximately 38 
percent. In Minneapolis, it is also alarmingly high—at approximately 36 percent (2011-2013 American 
Community Survey). 

The HOM program will provide up to $7,500 in down payment and closing cost assistance to eligible Minneapolis 
homebuyers in the form of a zero percent interest loan, without a monthly payment.  The loan will be 
completely forgiven after the homeowner lives in the home for five years (all of the funds are repayable if a 
homeowner moves out before five years).  HOM funds may be used towards any single family home, duplex, 
townhouse, or condo anywhere in Minneapolis.  Eligibility is based on income. 

The HOM program is being promoted in partnership with Minnesota Housing and Minnesota Homeownership 
Center through the “Own Your Future, Own Your Home”.  The campaign focuses on homeownership as an 
investment for the future.  The partnership also focuses on providing information about quality, affordable 
mortgages available through Minnesota Housing. In addition, free, non-biased support is available from a variety 
of non-profit housing experts. 

This partnership includes community-based organizations that provide culturally specific outreach and 
communication support.  Including the African Development Center, African Economic Development Solutions, 
Bii Gii Wiin, EMERGE, Greater Metropolitan Housing Corporation, Lao Assistance Center, Neighborhood 
Development Alliance, and PRG, Inc.  

To learn more about HOM, visit the City of Minneapolis’ website or at hocmn.org/buyingahome/own-your-
future/ 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNjAzLjQ1NTcxODcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDYwMy40NTU3MTg3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODU1MjcwJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWFyY2VsYS5zb3RlbGFAbWlubmVhcG9saXNtbi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1hcmNlbGEuc290ZWxhQG1pbm5lYXBvbGlzbW4uZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&105&&&http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/housing/HOM

